
 
 

13th Meeting of the National Focal Points for Policy Coherence 

Room E (am) and CC 10 (pm) 

26 October, OECD Headquarters, Paris 

 

9:00 Registration and coffee 
 

9:30 Welcome and introductory remarks 

 

Closed session: Developing indicators for tracking progress on PCSD (SDG 17.14) 

 

Chair: Ebba Dohlman, Head of the OECD PCD Unit 

 

The objective of this session is to facilitate a frank and open discussion among Focal Points about 

their experiences, approaches and challenges related to tracking progress on policy coherence for 

sustainable development (PCSD), as called for by SDG target 17.14. It will explore the potential for 

conducting a survey to collect and analyse information on the planned and emerging institutional 

mechanisms for ensuring coherence in SDG implementation (PCSD building blocks)
1
, with a view to 

developing a set of process indicators that can help countries assess the progress made towards 

achieving SDG 17.14. It will also discuss ways in which the OECD can best support country efforts to 

monitor critical interactions as well as transboundary and intergenerational policy effects. 

 

9:45 Proposal for a country survey to collect and analyse information on the application of 

the eight PCSD building blocks, presentation by Ernesto Soria Morales, PCD Unit  

 

10:00 Q&A 

 

10:15 Knowledge exchange 
 

Issues for discussion include: 

 

 Are the eight PCSD building blocks applicable across country settings? What is 

missing? What process indicators are already available in countries that could be used 

for assessing progress in enhancing institutional and policy coherence for SDGs?  

 What national-level tools and initiatives exist for monitoring SDG interactions and 

transboundary policy effects? What works and what doesn’t? 

 Are you working with your statistics offices on issues relating to SDG target 17.14, 

both in terms of developing national-level indicators and the proposed global 

indicator that UN Environment is responsible for? 

 What should the role of the OECD be? How can we best support your efforts to track 

progress on PCSD? 

 

12:30 Summing up and next steps 

 

13:00-14:30 Lunch break 

                                                           
1
 See: CODE Report No. 9:  “Tracking progress on policy coherence for sustainable development at the national level: What and how to measure?”, July 

2017, and  OECD (2017), "Building blocks for coherent implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals", in Policy Coherence for Sustainable 
Development 2017: Eradicating Poverty and Promoting Prosperity, OECD Publishing, Paris. http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264272576-4-en  

http://www.oecd.org/pcd/Coherence%20for%20Development_Issue_9.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264272576-4-en


 

 

 

 

Open session: Making trade work for the SDGs – The role of policy coherence 

 

Introduction: Ebba Dohlman, Head of the OECD PCD Unit 

 

Chair: Neil Martin, Consultant, OECD PCD Unit 

 

The objective of this session is to illustrate the importance of international trade for achieving the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and explore how a coherent and integrated policy 

approach can help maximise the benefits that accrue from it. The role of trade is recognised not only 

in Goal 17, as a means for implementing the SDGs, but also in over fifteen specific trade-related 

targets across other goals, such as: the prevention of agricultural market distortions (2.b); access to 

medicines (3.b); Aid for Trade (8.a); special and differential treatment for developing countries (10.a); 

and access of small-scale artisanal fishers to markets (14.b). The Secretariat will also present and seek 

feedback on its draft study on trade, policy coherence and the SDGs. The study explores new and 

emerging trade dynamics associated with more complex global value chains and growing trade in 

services and their implications for developing countries, particularly for achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

 

14:30 Making Trade Work for All, presentation by Julia Nielson, OECD Trade and Agriculture 

Directorate 

 

14:45 Creating enabling environments for trade: What are the priorities for developing 

countries?, presentation by Debapriya Bhattacharya, Chair of Southern Voice 

 

15:00 Q&A 

 

15:15 Coffee break  

 

15:30 Making trade work for the SDGs: What is the role of policy coherence?, presentation of 

draft study by Carina Lindberg, OECD PCD Unit  

 

15:45 Issues for discussion 

 

 Does the draft study capture the main synergies and trade-offs between trade and 

other policy areas, as illustrated by the mapping of SDG interactions? 

 Are economic, social, and environmental objectives well integrated into today’s trade 

policies? 

 How can we better identify and assess the impact of today’s trade dynamics on 

sustainable development outcomes, ensuring that no one is left behind? 

 The trade-related targets underline existing international commitments, such as the 

WTO’s Doha Development Agenda, while many of today’s trade initiatives are 

taking place outside the WTO. What needs to be done to ensure complementarity 

between these different types of trade agreements?  

 What are the new business models for sustainable trade? What lessons can be learned 

from private sector experience? 

 What would you like to see included in ‘PCSD guidance’ on trade? What type of 

guidance document would best serve to facilitate cross-ministerial collaboration? 
 

17:30 Summing up and next steps 

 

18:00 Close of meeting  


